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[ Abstract] What kind of petitions are more
likely to get active responsiveness of the local gov-
ernment? Using empirical data of petitions in city
A, this study attempts to answer this question. It is
found that the intensity of petition, operationalized
into petition size and petition frequency is positively
correlated with government responsiveness. Other
features of petition including the social economic at-
tributes of the petitioners and the petition demands
have no statistical relations with government respon-
siveness. We further operationalize government
responsiveness into two sequential types, the imme-
diate response and the final response . Controlling the
features of petitions and petitioners, it is found that
immediate response significantly affects the way of
the final response. These findings update empirical
evidence to scholarly understanding of petition poli-
tics in contemporary China.
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